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Nov. 14, 1996
G EOGRAPHY'S THE COMEBACK KII) IN SCHOOL CLASSROOM S-Next week, Nov. 1723, is Geography Awareness Week, a milestone in the steady comeback of geography in school
curricula across the state and nation. Marginalized after the launching of Sputnik and snared in
politics during the Cold War. geography as a field of study spiraled into a serious decline that
continued into the late 1980s, according to geography Associate Professor Jeffrey Gritzner.
Gritzner understands the causes for geography’s revival and eventual inclusion as a "mastery"
subject in the Bush administration’s Goals 2000 initiative. He can talk about new teaching
strategies and priorities in K-12 classrooms. "We’re moving away from the states and capitals kind
of geography and into a greater understanding of the complex relationships among society, the
environment and economic activity," he said. Gritzner directed the third annual Montana
Geographic Alliance Summer Geography Institute in Billings in July. The alliance is supported by
the National Geographic Society to train geography teachers and provide them with materials such
as maps, books, videos and computer software. Gritzner’s telephone number is (406) 243-5626.
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